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Wonderful books by  
independent Kiwi authors
Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2023 edition of Indie Books.  

As 2023 draws to a close, I'd like to thank  you all for your support over the year 
– it means a lot to our author community to have their titles in your stores and 
libraries, and have new readers discover their books.

In this issue you'll find a great mix of books, from poetry to cosy mysteries 
to gothic short stories!   Our two featured authors are Denise Fitzpatrick and 
Rochelle Maroon – Denise, whose passion for mysteries led her to creating two 
series of gripping crime novels; and Rochelle – a former children's book editor 
and journalist, who has released her debut novel for young teen readers.  We also 
welcome authors Keith Hill, Geoff Lawson, Bethany Rogers, Bing Turkby, and 
Rachel Weston to Indie Books.

Our authors bring you a range of wonderful books not published by the traditional 
houses. They are just as professional, captivating and marketable. Most have a 
very Kiwi flavour to appeal to your readers. 

These independent Kiwi authors write across many genres: from children’s books 
to adult fiction and non-fiction, and go to considerable lengths to publish their 
titles with the assistance of great editors, illustrators, and printers.

Indie Books offers you the opportunity to stock titles not readily available 
elsewhere. Check each listing to source these titles either direct from the author, 
or from distributors such as Wheelers or All Books.

Wishing you a lovely season,

Lesley

Prefer to read Indie Books online?
Go to www.indiebooks.co.nz and sign  
up to receive our digital version via email. 
Email us to opt out of the paper copy.  

Sharing is caring
Please share and forward your copy to 
someone who buys books for others  
(ie. retailers, libraries and schools).



Meet a few of our authors

Rachel Weston’s continuing sought after first 
book Bumblebees have Smelly Feet (2019) 
has been re-printed three times. Following 
are four popular picture books: Hello! Kia 
ora! Welcome new friend!, Boo goes Tutti 
Frutti, Bumblebee and Messy-o-saurus! 

Rachel is kept in good writing company by 
her two dogs from her home in Tauranga.

www.westonbooks.co.nz

Keith Hill works in Aotearoa-New Zealand’s 
film and television industries. His writing 
explores the intersection of literature, culture, 
religion, history and spirituality. He is a 
three-time winner of NZ’s Ashton Wylie Book 
Awards. His books include a novel, Blue Kisses 
(HarperCollinsNZ), historical non-fiction The 
God Revolution, and translations of some of the 
world’s greatest mystical poetry.

www.keithhillauthor.com

Tania Roberts plays with numbers by day and 
words by night to bring history alive with a 
blend of humour and love. Gifting a voice to 
her characters as they journey through life and 
overcome its challenges to find love in whatever 
form that may take, for to love, is to live.  

If she isn't at her keyboard you’ll find her in the 
garden or walking in the sunshine.

www.taniarobertsauthor.co.nz

B.G. Rogers is a writer running (and swimming) 
wild in Queenstown. Primarily an author of 
short stories and poetry, her work has been 
published internationally and occasionally 
listed for prizes.

In 2021, Rogers was selected for the NZSA 
Mentor Programme and in 2022, she published 
Kaleidoscopes in the Dark.

www.bgrogers.com/creative-fiction
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FEATURED AUTHOR

This obsession resulted in her writing 
mysteries from an early age. But it wasn’t 
until she retired from full-time business 
writing; her passion for creative writing  
was reignited.

The birth of Denise’s first novel was inspired 
by her travels around North America over 
many years. These adventures formed the 
basis for her September series. Books two 
and three feature the same main characters 
but are set in Tauranga, where murder 
and mayhem abound. Her detective, Ian 
Anderson, had a small part in these books, 
so when he asked for his own series, Denise 
immediately agreed. Her love for whodunits 
has come full circle in the D.I. Anderson 
series. 

Her latest release, Touch of Steel is Book 
three in this series. For Detective Inspector 

Denise Fitzpatrick
As a born and bred Kiwi growing up in the South Island, 

Denise developed a passion for reading mysteries. 
She devoured Enid Blyton’s Famous Five books, 

before progressing to Agatha Christie’s whodunits.



Ian Anderson, this case has never been 
more personal or heartbreaking. Josh is 
his baby and he is missing. He and his team 
launch a massive search, but the trail goes 
cold. Devastated by the loss of their baby, 
Ian and his wife Maryanne are plunged into 
a nightmare of fear and guilt. They blame 
themselves, and each other. Their marriage 
threatens to crumble as they become 
obsessed with finding Josh. But Josh is not 
the first baby to be abducted. Someone 
knows what is happening to these babies. 
Someone who will stop at nothing to keep 
the truth buried.

  Denise presenting at the Local Authors  
 Book Fair during Hamilton Book Month   ▶

If you enjoy gripping and emotional 
thrillers, Denise would love to hear 
from you. You can reach her at 
denisefitzpatrick47@gmail.com. Her books 
are available from Wheelers and can also be 
purchased through her website.

Denise's books are available to purchase through her website 
denisefitzpatrickwriter.com 

▼  The "September" series books are set in 
Tauranga, where murder and mayhem abound.

◀  Latest release "Touch of Steel" is book three in 
the D.I. Anderson series, and is out now.

OUT 
NOW!

BOOK 3



FEATURED AUTHOR

Rochelle Maroon
Former children’s book editor and journalist,  

Rochelle Maroon, has turned first-time 
novelist with her new urban adventure for 
middle readers The Talent Game – where 

NZ kids compete for ultimate talent.

RRP $22.95 incl. GST  •  ISBN 978-0-473-67638-4
Paperback, 256 pages, 195 x 130 x 20mm
Printed in New Zealand by Your Books NZ



▲  “The Talent Game” combines sports, mystery and magic for middle grade readers into young teens. 

“It’s about Max,” Rochelle explains, “who’s 
frustrated with being average at everything 
and dreams of being a brilliant footballer. 
Max is lured into a mysterious game where 
the prize is extraordinary talent. He joins 
a group of kids to compete in challenges 
around towns, into cities, and even across 
the sea.” 

The story, set in New Zealand, weaves 
everyday dreams with a game of strange 
magic and will suit middle readers from 
eleven years to early teens, and those who 
are new to YA. 

“I wanted to write something that would 
appeal to boys as well as girls, who tend to 
be more open readers. My eldest son, who 

loves football, would only willingly read 
Harry Potter after he turned eleven, so 
when I was thinking of plots I thought, why 
not combine sports, mystery and magic in a 
way that’s fun?”

To order The Talent Game and find out more about the author visit 
rochellemaroon.com or email rochellemaroonbooks@gmail.com 

I wanted to 
write something 
that would 
appeal to boys 
as well as girls, 
who tend to 
be more open 
readers.



 HISTORICAL

True stories of several real Irishmen in the early 1800s told through the adventures of the fictional
Maurice O'Brien. After being convicted and transported to New South Wales, he escapes to New
Zealand to carveout a new lifewith heathen savages and a newname. Hoping for peace and anonymity,
he finds anything but. Maurice witnesses New Zealand’s pivotal moments as Maori grapple with the
arrival of Pakeha. When tensions rise over land, hemust decide which side he is on.

Historical Fiction
based on true stories
of New Zealand history

booksales@tomoconnor.co.nz
ph: KirstenWilson 0210766083
Wheelers or All Books
more books available from:
www.tomoconnor.co.nz



 NON-FICTION

PAT  B A C K L E Y

Paperback copies available from Wheelers, Ingramspark,  
Amazon, or on consignment directly from the authors website: 

www.patbackley.com

FROM THERE TO HERE

Travel with the author, as she recounts 
her journey from an ordinary 
upbringing in a council house in 
England, to a life of plenty on the other 
side of the world. This is a tale with 
many twists and turns along the way.

SEVENTY YEARS  
WORTH OF TRAVEL

“As a little girl I wanted adventure. 
Maybe it was because I was brought 
up by a mother who always dreamt of 
visiting foreign lands.”

NEW from Pat Backley

THE ABANDONED WIVES HANDBOOK -  
A gentle guide to one of life’s great traumas.

The pain of abandonment is huge.
The partner you loved and cherished for so many years has 
decided you are no longer required. Past your sell by date. 
Of no use to them anymore, so tossed out like a piece of 
garbage. Abandoned with barely a backward glance.
In an attempt to keep this a gentle, light-hearted read,  
each chapter is divided into letters of the alphabet, rather 
like a dictionary of distress, something you can dip into at 
any time.

“This is a profound and well written book that delves deep into 
healing the trauma. It is very valuable not just for traditional 
wives, but also for anyone who was in a serious relationship 
and who is suddenly dumped by their partner.”

ISBN 9781991194428  

ISBN 9780473559748  ISBN 9780473599010  



 NON-FICTION / POETRY 

“Up-to-the-minute reportage on our fraught zeitgeist, 
conveyed with vitality and satirical humour.”  
Hugh Major 

“A thought-provoking and incredibly poignant read for 
anyone grappling with the climate crisis.“  
Alva Feldmeier, Executive Director, 350 Aotearoa

“What did I eventually feel after reading this melange of 
anger, irony, accusation and satire? Frankly elated. …  
This is fascinating, it’s enlightening, it’s very readable, it’s 
the sort of thing you want to share with other people.”  
Nicholas Reid, NZ Listener

Available from Wheelers, all online stores and 

www.attarbooks.com

Out of the Way World  
Here Comes Humanity! 
Keith Hill offers entertaining take-downs of urgent issues that 
confront us today: disinformation, politics, work, inequity, 
Covid-19, climate, stupidity and the future.

 RRP 
$25

ISBN 978-1-99-115707-2  •  Trade paperback, 140 x 216 mm, 120 pages 

TOP 10 POETRY BOOK 2022
NZ Listener

Available from Nationwide Book Distributors & Wheelers

ISBN 9781838167059   
RRP $38  Paperback  

300 pages 150 x 255mm

ISBN 9780473623401   
RRP $38  Paperback  

270 pages 150 x 255mm

A must-read for anyone with 
family living overseas along 
with migrants and expats for 

whom Aotearoa is home.

COMING  
IN 2024

“It’s very, very thorough” 
KATHRYN RYAN – RADIO NZ

Helen Ellis M.A.



 FICTION

With a distinct English gothic flavour, B.G. Rogers' short
stories touch on a range of topics from climate change to
reality TV. Written to fit in our modern, fast-paced world,
each story pulls the reader into a vivid microcosm that's not
too unlike our own...

"Full of wonder and terror, Kaleidoscopes in the Dark is a compelling blend of
deliciously dark short stories sure to engage the mind." – Kete Books

ISBN 978-0-473-64879-4 
(softcover)

112 pages, 5.25" x 8"

RRP: NZD 20

Category: short stories, speculative
fiction, gothic, dark fantasy

Audience: ages 16+, for fans of Roald
Dhal's twisted tales, Angela Carter,
Margaret Atwood and the Black Mirror
TV series

Available from Wheelers or direct from the author at bgrogers.com/creative-fiction

Available from Wheelers, Bruce McKenzie Booksellers,
Wardini Books, Unity Books (Wgtn) 

Book 1:
Dead Man’s Axe
also available! 

Cosy mystery 
Small-town Aotearoa setting
Lots of guitars 

String Theory by Bing Turkby 
Book 2 in the Guitar Store Mysteries series 

RRP
$35

www.turkby.co.nz

Dana Osborne just wants to hang out in her
guitar store talking music with her assistant
Brody, and being bossed around by her cat Paws
McCartney. But when a guitarist is murdered,
Constable Wade McNeish is back, asking for her
help again. Dana’s quiet life is about to have the
volume turned up to eleven, as Wade asks her to
find out what happened — by joining the band!

ISBN 9780473681524 



 FICTION / YOUNG ADULT

To lead or to breed? 
Calista has this choice, but before she can make a decision 
she needs to leave the protection of the tunnels and chance 
her life outside, where radiation kills and people wither – 
so she is told. Who can she believe - her father or the MICs 
(Men In Charge)? Fear battles with her desire for adventure, 
and if she stays insemination looms. 

Set in dystopian New Zealand, post a Nuclear Dawn, this 
is a story of growth and discovery and the realisation that 
things aren’t always as they seem.

Available from Wheelers or direct from the author – deryn@xtra.co.nz

RRP $30-$35  •  ISBN 9781922556400
Trade Paperback   •  204 pages

The Carbonite’s Daughter 
by Deryn Pittar YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Finalist in Sir Julius Vogel Awards 
2023, for Best Youth Novel

The Sequel  
‘Quake City’  
will be released 

August 2024

An up-and-coming designer, a
friend gone missing. Can she save
her friend’s life without losing her

own?

ISBN: 9780473603618
15.24 x 1.85 x 22.86 cm
324 pages, Paperback
RRP: $30
55% wholesale discount
Available through
Wheelers 

A fugitive on the run, a boy
without his mother. 

Will she be able to save them
from a fate worse than death?

ISBN: 9780473633882
15.24 x 1.85 x 22.86 cm
288 pages, Paperback
RRP: $30
55% wholesale discount
Available through
Wheelers

WHEN THE ROBINS LEFT
by HAZEL BERGEN

WHERE THE ROOKS FLOCK
by HAZEL BERGEN



 CHILDREN / MISC

CopyPressThe
Printed and distributed by

Mā tēnei pukapuka kua 
whakarākeitia ki ngā whakaahua 
waiwaiā e toko ake ai te manarū o 
tētahi hararei raumati i Aotearoa.

nā Rosalind Potter  nā Ginney Deavoll
ngā whakaahua
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ISBN: 978-0-473-65903-5

9 7 8 0 4 7 3 6 5 9 0 3 5 >

This book has such beauty in the simplicity 
of the words and the artwork is vibrant.  
It evokes the magic of a New Zealand 
summer holiday. It captures the learning 
from being outdoors, to care for yourself 
and for the environment.

English Paperback
ISBN: 978-0-473-65902-8 
36 pages  270 x 210mm

Te Reo Ma–ori Paperback
ISBN: 978-0-473-65903-5
36 pages  270 x 210mm

“Till we finally reach the most beautiful beach, 
where I slow my pace, with no need to race.”

CopyPressThe
Printed and distributed by

in my

in my
This beautifully illustrated book 

evokes the MAGIC of a New Zealand 
summer holiday.

written by  
Rosalind Potter  

illustrated by 
Ginney Deavoll
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ISBN: 978-0-473-65902-8

9 7 8 0 4 7 3 6 5 9 0 2 8 >

Endless sunshine, curious 
and carefree by the sea. 

Written by Rosalind Potter  
Illustrated by Ginney Deavoll • Translated by Urupikia Minhinnick

Available from the author:
rozadventures@gmail.com • 021 857535 
Also available from:  
Copy Press • Wheelers • Fishpond

www.rosalindpotter.com

 RRP 
$24

FORGIVEN will stay in your mind.  
Through the characters, you will experience the 
same feelings/realities/emotions that they do ...

Forgiven
Geoff Lawson 

RRP $30
HISTORICAL FICTION
ISBN: 9798678064998   
Paperback 282 pages   
140 x 216 x 9mm

Available from Wheelers, Nielsens,  
Writers Plot, The Underground Bookstore

 or geofferylawson@gmail.com

facebook.com/forgivenx

“This book  
 is a keeper”
International Review of 
Books –  Gold Star Award

Meet more of  
our authors online 

Our author directory is growing!   
Find author bios, book links and author 

features at indiebooks.co.nz/authors



 CHILDREN

Beautifully detailed illustrations • Imaginative stories • Iconic Kiwi scenes

Beautiful picture books with a kiwi flavourBeautiful picture books with a kiwi flavour

All books are listed on Wheelers or www.veritasaotearoa.co.nz
Wholesale price available for bookshops on enquiry info@vapublishing.co.nz

VAPublishing write, create, publish and market children’s picture books with a kiwi flavour. 
The illustrator, Simon Barr, trained as an animator. He has worked on cartoon movies and 
advertising. He has illustrated many books that are in schools in NZ and Australia and 
Libraries worldwide. Josephine Carson-Barr has written for children for ten years.  
Talking to Nannie plus the titles listed here can all be found in schools across New Zealand.

The Sava Chair
The Sava Chair Nicholas and his cousin Chantelle 
are on holiday at Aunty Em’s house at the beach. 
On their last day they notice a mysterious object in 
the river. Join them as they discover what it is and 
what they will do with it. Such fun. Includes Aunty 
Em’s Ten Top to save the planet.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign Language.  
310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473456696

The Chill Out Chair
In The Chill Out Chair we join with Nicholas as he 
journeys through all the emotions, sharing his 
actions and reactions. He uses his imagination 
and creates the chill out chair (made of ice) and 
becomes the hero of the story by saving the baby 
animals from the horrible sea monster.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign Language.  
310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473389192

The Goodbye Chair
The Goodbye Chair is the story of four year old 
Nicholas dealing with the issue of saying goodbye 
to Nannie, who was very sad to be leaving him to fly 
home after the holidays. He comes up with a plan to 
surprise her. Includes a fun counting kisses game.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign
Language. 310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473238636

Big or 
Small

Big or 
Small

Big or 
Small



 CHILDREN

Bumblebee  
When Bumblebee awakens  

from her long winter sleep she cannot  
find any flowers for food. Who will save  

Bumblebee? A child of course. RRP $22.99 
Size 270mm x 240mm • ISBN 978-0-473-57124-5

Available from PDL Publishers Distribution Ltd: orders@pubdist.co.nz
Wheelers or direct from the author: 

www.westonbooks.co.nz

“This story starts it all off for our youngest humans 
on their way to become nature literate.” 

RUUD KLEINPASTE

Bumblebees  
Have Smelly Feet
Bumblebees Have Smelly Feet 
contains fascinating bumblebee 
facts and how you can help this 
integral insect survive. 
RRP $19.99  
Size 215mm x 215mm
ISBN 978-0-473-48296-1

Hello! Kia ora! 
Welcome new friend!
A beautifully illustrated book 
that models a kind and caring 
attitude for children when 
welcoming new friends. 
RRP $19.99
Size 250mm x 240mm
ISBN: 978-0-473-49786 -6

Boo goes  
Tutti Frutti
You’ll laugh out loud when you 
discover what sends this pint-
sized pooch into a tailspin …
RRP $19.99
Size 250mm x 240mm
ISBN 978-0-473-52405-0

Messy-0-saurus
Children will be captivated 
with the wild imaginings of this 
dinosaur loving-protagonist.
RRP $22.00
Size 250mm x 240mm
ISBN 978-0-473-63513-8



 HISTORICAL FICTION

Francie is a country girl aching for excitement The Yanks  
have been deployed to protect New Zealand’s coastline from 
the Japanese, and are spicing up the towns, leaving a trail of 
broken hearts. Francie discovers that growing up isn’t easy. 
With love comes trauma and judgement. She and others like 
her have secrets to guard. Lives are threatened and children  
can be lost forever. 

The story is set in New Zealand in the 1940s when sons, 
brothers and boyfriends were overseas fighting in WW2.  
Life as you know it could change in a day. 

Available via Wheelers  or  www.lyndsaycampbell.com

RRP 
$30+

ISBN 978 0 473 60355 7   ASIN B09SFV5ZF2
Paperback – 405 pages - 23 x 15 x 3cm

ADULT HISTORICAL FICTION AND SUITABLE FOR TEENS

Precious Little Lives 
by LYNDSAY-JEAN CAMPBELL

Email: lyndsaycampbell2015@gmail.com  
Phone: 0220992039



 HISTORICAL FICTION

PAT  B AC K L E Y

Paperback copies available from Wheelers, Ingramspark,  
Amazon, or on consignment directly from the authors website: 

www.patbackley.com

DAISY SERIES

The DAISY series is a gentle family 
saga, spanning more than 100 years, 
from 1887 right up to the start of 
the new Millenium. Set in London, 
Alabama, New York and Harlem.

ISBN 9780473540388  ISBN 9780473599058  

ISBN 9780473618056  ISBN 9781991194404  

NEW!

“I have always been fascinated by social history and the lives  
of ordinary people and believe their stories should be told.”

ANCESTORS SERIES

The ANCESTORS series are 
gentle family sagas, based in 
London, from the early 1800s 
through to the late 1980’s. 
Although fiction, they are based 
on the authors own ancestors- 
ordinary people who lived 
through extraordinary times.

“A delightful historical novel.  
I love the letters exchange between 
Valentine George and his mum and 
sister during challenging times.”



 HISTORICAL FICTION



 HISTORICAL FICTION

Canterbury 1941: World War II has left New Zealand farms
bereft of young men.  Grace, Betsy, Alice and Moira are the
first of the trainees at Whipsnade Farm. 
Together they learn all the facets of farming, exposed to
the weather, the animals and the men that come into their
lives. What they learn and what they sacrifice in three
months will set the course for their future.

 ISBN 9780473615345 RRP $33 Paperback 351 pages

It’s a man’s world - a stern man Alice must prove her
farming abilities to, a gentle man to protect her heart
from, and a heartless man  to  put well behind her,
forever.
Are Fergus’s feelings for her genuine or is she simply
part of a greater plan for this conscientious objector to
escape the World War II soldier ballots?

ISBN 9781991174628 RRP $33 Paperback 339 pages

Betsy’s life remains in limbo, until letters from near and
far bring news, both good and bad.
Returning home, battle-scarred and weary, William
must find a way to feel whole again before he loses
himself in the bottom of a beer bottle. 
Can Betsy and William find support in each other or will
they be forced to deny the attraction between them?

ISBN 9781991174666 RRP $33 Paperback 331 pages

Kiwi Land Girls

Available direct from Author - tania-roberts@xtra.co.nz
taniarobertsauthor.co.nz

New Zealand Historical Fiction

RWNZ Koru Award for Excellence 2023 - 2nd Place



Indie Books 
lesley@indiebooks.co.nz Tel: 021 707 401

   @indiebooksnz  

www.indiebooks.co.nz

Distributed quarterly to retailers, shops, libraries 
and schools in New Zealand by email or hard 
copy.  Add your address to the distribution list  
by contacting Lesley at Indie Books.  

Indie Books online
Visit our website 

www.indiebooks.co.nz

Read or download a digital copy of this  
catalogue, sign up to our mailing list,  

and bookmark for updates.

Author directory
We are building an author directory on the Indie Books website. 
If you know an independent or self-published author that 
should be included - send us an email, or refer them to  
www.indiebooks.co.nz/advertise for more information.

Keep me! 
Why not keep this catalogue for  

future reference, or pass on?  

Autumn edition  
out March 2024


