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Wonderful books by  
independent Kiwi authors
Welcome to the Autumn 2023 edition of Indie Books.  

This month brings a slightly new format to Indie Books catalogue - we are moving 
to a quarterly publication, and look forward to introducing our authors alongside 
our usual showcase of books for your store, library or school.

Our authors bring you a range of wonderful books not published by the traditional 
houses. They are just as professional, captivating and marketable. Most have a 
very Kiwi flavour to appeal to your readers. 

These independent Kiwi authors write across many genres: from children’s books 
to adult fiction and non-fiction, and go to considerable lengths to publish their 
titles with the assistances of great editors, illustrators, and printers.

Indie Books offers you the opportunity to stock titles not readily available 
elsewhere. Check each listing to source these titles either direct from the author, 
or from distributors such as Wheelers or All Books.

Wishing you a lovely season,

Lesley

PS. Lots of our authors and readers are on Instagram, so now we are too!   
       You can find us @indiebooksnz

Prefer to read Indie Books online?
Go to www.indiebooks.co.nz to opt out of the 
print version and sign up to recieve our digital 
version via email.

Sharing is caring
Please share and forward your copy to 
someone who buys books for others  
(ie. retailers, libraries and schools).



Meet a few of our authors

Pat Backley is an author, born in England, but 
now happily settled in Auckland.

Passionate about people and travel, she has 
lived a colourful and interesting life and her 
books reflect these passions.

She published her first book just before her 70th 
birthday and now intends to write till she dies!

www.patbackley.com

Australian born, Nicky Perry is a graphic 
designer and mum with a background in 
scientific publishing and psychology. She 
started creating resources with her own family 
in mind, and hopes by bringing the power of 
positive psychology into simple, everyday 
practices that it will make a meaningful 
difference to the World’s mental health crisis.

www.theawesomeinc.co.nz

Stephen Johnson’s debut crime fiction novel 
was created in a seven-metre motorhome on 
a 33,000-kilometre European tour through a 
dozen countries. He ran away to escape work, 
now he’s hooked on writing. The body count 
on the battered laptop in the Auckland attic is 
climbing; the fourth novel will be published  
mid year. 

www.stephenjohnsonauthor.com

Jo started her author journey 20 years ago 
after moving to the beach town of Waikouaiti, 
following an incredibly busy work life.

Jo collaborates with her son to produce a range 
of children’s picture books. Currently living on 
the road, she travels New Zealand selling her 
books to schools and early childhood centres. 
50% work and 50% play!

www.veritasaotearoa.co.nz
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Tom O’Connor
Tom O’Connor is a semi- retired, “reasonably” 

bi-lingual journalist, historian and political 
commentator who has specialised in New Zealand 

affairs, military history and pre-European  
New Zealand history for more than forty years.  

FEATURED AUTHOR



Tom's first book was Death of Cruise Ship 
which told the story behind the sinking 
of the Russian passenger liner Mikhail 
Lermontov in the Marlborough Sounds  
in 1986.

He has since written a trilogy of historical 
fiction novels on the life of Te Rauparaha 
from the perspective of a slave born 
into Ngati Toarangitira. These novels are 
historically accurate and give an insight into 
pre-European Maori tribal and social life 
through to the end of the Musket Wars era.

He has also written two biographies of 
significant Second World War soldiers, 
Bunty Preece and The Ferret. Tom authored 
another non-fiction book Our Darkest Day 
– a detailed account of the Christchurch 
Mosque massacre of 2019.

His biggest work is Irish Convict which tells 
the true stories of several convicts sent to 
New South Wales in the 1830s. Similar to 
the Te Rauparaha novels, he has created 
a fictional character, based on one of his 
ancestors, to tell the very personal story of 
many English and Irish people sentenced 
to transportation. Some escaped to New 
Zealand before wide spread colonisation 
and the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi. This novel 
is to be re-published as series due to be 
released this year.

Tom’s books are available to purchase through his website  
www.tomoconnor.co.nz or booksales@tomoconnor.co.nz 

Due to popular demand (and the size of the 
original), the ‘Irish Convict’ novel has been rewritten 
by Tom into four novels with more to come.



 FICTION 



 

Francie is a country girl aching for excitement The Yanks  
have been deployed to protect New Zealand’s coastline from 
the Japanese, and are spicing up the towns, leaving a trail of 
broken hearts. Francie discovers that growing up isn’t easy. 
With love comes trauma and judgement. She and others like 
her have secrets to guard. Lives are threatened and children  
can be lost forever. 

The story is set in New Zealand in the 1940s when sons, 
brothers and boyfriends were overseas fighting in WW2.  
Life as you know it could change in a day. 

Available via Wheelers  or  www.lyndsaycampbell.com

RRP 
$30+

ISBN 978 0 473 60355 7   ASIN B09SFV5ZF2
Paperback – 405 pages - 23 x 15 x 3cm

ADULT HISTORICAL FICTION AND SUITABLE FOR TEENS

Precious Little Lives 
by LYNDSAY-JEAN CAMPBELL

Email: lyndsaycampbell2015@gmail.com  
Phone: 0220992039

Douglas Falls Series 
J. L. Dawson

Prequel

ISBN:978-1-99-117004-0 

Book One

ISBN:978-1-99-117004-0 

Book Two  
Coming April 2023

A compelling family saga full of adventure, love, friendship and faith on 
the Canadian Frontier at the end of the 19th Century.

RRP: $30.00

Available directly  
from the author 

www.jodawsonauthor.com

Or email orders to 

jldawsonauthor.com

Wheelers 
Amazon  

Ingramspark

FICTION / HISTORICAL



 

PAT  B AC K L E Y

Paperback copies available from Wheelers, Ingramspark,  
Amazon, or on consignment directly from the authors website: 

www.patbackley.com

DAISY SERIES

The DAISY series is a gentle family 
saga, spanning more than 100 years, 
from 1887 right up to the start of 
the new Millenium. Set in London, 
Alabama, New York and Harlem.

ISBN 9780473540388  ISBN 9780473599058  

ISBN 9780473618056  ISBN 9781991194404  

NEW!

“I have always been fascinated by social history and the lives  
of ordinary people and believe their stories should be told.”

ANCESTORS SERIES

The ANCESTORS series are 
gentle family sagas, based in 
London, from the early 1800s 
through to the late 1980’s. 
Although fiction, they are based 
on the authors own ancestors- 
ordinary people who lived 
through extraordinary times.

“A delightful historical novel.  
I love the letters exchange between 
Valentine George and his mum and 
sister during challenging times.”

FICTION 



 

Available from Nationwide Book Distributors & Wheelers

ISBN 9781838167059   
RRP $38  Paperback  

300 pages 150 x 255mm

ISBN 9780473623401   
RRP $38  Paperback  

270 pages 150 x 255mm

A must-read for anyone with 
family living overseas along 
with migrants and expats for 

whom Aotearoa is home.

COMING  
IN 2024

“It’s very, very thorough” 
KATHRYN RYAN – RADIO NZ

Helen Ellis M.A.

ISBN 9780473638016   
Paperback 260 pages  

152 x 228mm

A story about innocence and hope 
as the world teeters on the edge of a 
nuclear abyss in 1962. The Cold War 
goes from a simmer to boiling as the 
Soviet Union is caught building missile 
sites in Cuba.
East German schoolgirl, Ingrid Richter 
knows the lives of tens of millions are 
at stake. She creates a peace stick as a 
lucky charm. Each day it remains hidden 
increases young hopes that politicians 
will find a way to end their folly.
It’s a snapshot of a turbulent week 
behind the Iron Curtain 60 years ago, 
yet it resonates with the warin Ukraine. 
Fingers are never far from nuclear 
triggers.
The peace stick was real. That East 
German schoolgirl now lives in New 
Zealand.

Stephen Johnson is a journalist 
and television producer who 
writes crime and historical 
fiction. His debut novel, Tugga’s 
Mob, was inspired by three 
seasons as a tour guide in 
Europe during the 1980s.

It was a finalist in the 2020 
Ngaio Marsh Awards.

RRP $25

Available from PaperPlus, Wheelers and direct from the author – stephenjohnsonauthor@gmail.com

www.stephenjohnsonauthor.com

FICTION  •  NON-FICTION 



 NON-FICTION

400 page book Effort and Enterprise will be a valuable 
addition to your school resources opening up a fascinating 
insight into the history of rural New Zealand. The area 
studied in detail, Tikorangi, is found in North Taranaki but 
much of the material is generic in nature in that many of 
the struggles and effort made to settle this part of the 
country were repeated throughout New Zealand.

“I recommend this book 
to school libraries 
in both secondary 
and primary schools, 
especially given the 
increased emphasis on 
Aotearoa New Zealand 
histories in the National 
school’s curriculum.“  

- PETER GALL, EDUCATION 
CONSULTANT AND DIRECTOR  
OF EDSOLNZ

This 125 page A4 colour printed book covers the tribal 
and land wars of the 1800s and then the development 
of the district and school through to the present day and 
gives a brief glimpse of a future development of national 
significance.  Huirangi is situated between Tikorangi and 
Lepperton and its history and development was key to the 
development of the whole area. 

Huirangi is a small 
district not far from 
New Plymouth; it 
has endured some 
of the worst and 
enjoyed some of 
the best of New 
Zealand’s history.

COMING SOON

RRP $55
ISBN 978-1-922-64456-5 
Available direct from the author or Wheelers

ISBN 978-0-473-66816-7
Available mid-March - enquiries to author 

Contact the author   Peter Wilson  •  windyglen@xtra.co.nz  •  027 279 0121

RRP $50



 NON-FICTION 

PAT  B A C K L E Y

Paperback copies available from Wheelers, Ingramspark,  
Amazon, or on consignment directly from the authors website: 

www.patbackley.com

FROM THERE TO HERE

Travel with the author, as she recounts 
her journey from an ordinary 
upbringing in a council house in 
England, to a life of plenty on the other 
side of the world. This is a tale with 
many twists and turns along the way.

SEVENTY YEARS  
WORTH OF TRAVEL

“As a little girl I wanted adventure. 
Maybe it was because I was brought 
up by a mother who always dreamt of 
visiting foreign lands.”

NEW from Pat Backley

THE ABANDONED WIVES HANDBOOK -  
A gentle guide to one of life’s great traumas.

The pain of abandonment is huge.
The partner you loved and cherished for so many years has 
decided you are no longer required. Past your sell by date. 
Of no use to them anymore, so tossed out like a piece of 
garbage. Abandoned with barely a backward glance.
In an attempt to keep this a gentle, light-hearted read,  
each chapter is divided into letters of the alphabet, rather 
like a dictionary of distress, something you can dip into at 
any time.

“This is a profound and well written book that delves deep into 
healing the trauma. It is very valuable not just for traditional 
wives, but also for anyone who was in a serious relationship 
and who is suddenly dumped by their partner.”

ISBN 9781991194428  

ISBN 9780473559748  ISBN 9780473599010  



 

The soldiers came with 
the storm. Our people 
didn’t stand a chance. 
But we were lucky.
In this thrilling, 
dystopian adventure, 
a group of teens 
hiding in the native 
NZ bush fight for their 
freedom in a war no 
one saw coming. 

When the  
Rain Falls
Sasha A. Linderson

RRP $24.99

YOUNG ADULT FICTION 
ISBN: 978-0-473-60340-3
Softcover 371 pages 
133 x 203mm

Books are available direct from the  
author or from Wheelers.

lindersoncreations@gmail.com 
www.lindersoncreations.com 

First Signs is a NZ sign language book aimed 
at babies or children needing support with 
communication. The book features illustrations 
and a simple easy to follow description on how 
to do each sign, including the Te Reo Māori 
translation for each of the words. Included 
are the very first words children would use to 
communicate with you in a durable board book 
format.  Book contains 13 signs.

First Signs
Jenna Brockett

RRP $25
Wholesale price 
$15 (40% off)

YOUNG CHILDREN 
ISBN: 9780473651923
Board book 28 pages 
160 x 160mm

Available from Wheelers or 
jenna@prints-princesses.co.nz 
www.prints-princesses.co.nz

FICTION • CHILDREN



 CHILDREN

WWW.THEAWESOMEINC.CO.NZ  |  HELLONZ@THEAWESOMEINC.COM

RRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-0995118751
A5 (148x210mm) Paperback

Published by Me Incorporated Limited  

trading as AwesoME Inc

Audience: 5-12 years 

Wholesale rates available - email for details

SHAPING GRATEFUL, CONFIDENT  
AND RESILIENT CHILDREN.

For ages 5-12, the Resilient ME® Gratitude 
Journal not only teaches kids how to get 
the most out of practicing gratitude, but 
also has heaps of fun activities to help them 
build resilience and boost happiness, focus 
on what is important, stay calm when facing 
challenges and build a positive attitude.

AWESOME INC is a small 
NZ publishing company 
providing educational mental 
health resources, based on 
positive psychology, that are 
fun and engaging for all ages.

Resilient ME  
Gratitude Journal 
for Kids 
‘AWESOME ENDS IN ME’

“I use gratitude journaling for 
myself, with my clients and my 

kids to build in and strengthen good 
wellbeing habits into every day. The 
gratitude journals by AwesoME Inc are 
actually the best that I’ve come across.”
DR EMMA WOODWARD 
The Child Psychology Service



 CHILDREN

CopyPressThe
Printed and distributed by

Mā tēnei pukapuka kua 
whakarākeitia ki ngā whakaahua 
waiwaiā e toko ake ai te manarū o 
tētahi hararei raumati i Aotearoa.

nā Rosalind Potter  nā Ginney Deavoll
ngā whakaahua
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ISBN: 978-0-473-65903-5

9 7 8 0 4 7 3 6 5 9 0 3 5 >

This book has such beauty in the simplicity 
of the words and the artwork is vibrant.  
It evokes the magic of a New Zealand 
summer holiday. It captures the learning 
from being outdoors, to care for yourself 
and for the environment.

English Paperback
ISBN: 978-0-473-65902-8 
36 pages  270 x 210mm

Te Reo Ma–ori Paperback
ISBN: 978-0-473-65903-5
36 pages  270 x 210mm

“Till we finally reach the most beautiful beach, 
where I slow my pace, with no need to race.”

CopyPressThe
Printed and distributed by

in my

in my
This beautifully illustrated book 

evokes the MAGIC of a New Zealand 
summer holiday.

written by  
Rosalind Potter  

illustrated by 
Ginney Deavoll
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ISBN: 978-0-473-65902-8

9 7 8 0 4 7 3 6 5 9 0 2 8 >

Endless sunshine, curious 
and carefree by the sea. 

Written by Rosalind Potter  
Illustrated by Ginney Deavoll • Translated by Urupikia Minhinnick

Available from the author:
rozadventures@gmail.com • 021 857535 
Also available from:  
Copy Press • Wheelers • Fishpond

www.rosalindpotter.com

 RRP 
$24

Audience: 8-12 years and older
ISBN 978-0-473-45519-4
Paperback  162 pages  140 x 216 x 9mm

Gisborne boy, 14 year old Hamiora, who goes by the name Jack, is secretly 
handed his missing grandmother’s diary the year she is nine years old.
Rosalyn, a child author, had Jack’s mother at 16 before mysteriously 
disappearing in Bangladesh at age 18, while filming for Maori Television. 
Rosalyn has never been seen or heard of since.
Diary of a Kiwi Kid is the first in a trilogy, followed by Journal of a Junior 
Writer, and Trials and Tribulations of a Talented Teen.
The series contains plenty of humor, diverse characters, like lesbian 
aunts, and some Te Reo with a glossary.

RRP 
$20

Available from Wheelers and direct from the author – robinleerobinson@gmail.com

www.robinleerobinson.com

“Laugh-out loud funny. The writing is spot on, 
naïve and often chaotic, Lee-Robinson perfectly 
captures the voice of her young protagonist, and 
some of the malapropisms Rosalyn coins will 
have readers rolling in laughter.” – Lee Murray



 

The Sava Chair
Nicholas and his cousin
Chantelle are on holiday at
Aunty Em's house at the
beach. On their last day they
notice a mysterious object in
the river. Join them as they
discover what it is and what
they will do with it. Such fun.
Includes Aunty Em's Ten Top
to save the planet.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign
Language. 310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473456696

The Chill Out Chair
we join with Nicholas as he
journeys through all the
emotions, sharing his actions
and reactions. He uses his
imagination and creates the
chill out chair (made of ice) and
becomes the hero of the story
by saving the baby animals
from the horrible sea monster.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign
Language. 310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473389192

The GoodBye Chair
is the story of 4yr old Nicholas
dealing with the issue of saying
goodbye to Nannie who was
very sad to be leaving him to fly
home after the holidays. He
comes up with a plan to
surprise her. Includes a fun
counting kisses game.
Includes Te Reo Maori and NZ Sign
Language. 310x385mm or 200x240mm
ISBN 9780473238636

Waata the Weta:
Can He Find The Perfect Home? Waata is very different from
other weta, he has ginger dreadlocks and he is not afraid of
anything, while safe at home. He longs for adventures, so he
decides to leave his home in the woodpile and find a new home.
Will he find it?
36 full pages of colour illustrations. Comic type format. Paperback 200 x 240mm
ISBN 978-0-473-3608-70

All books are listed on Wheelers or www.veritasaotearoa.co.nz
Wholesale price available for bookshops on enquiry info@vapublishing.co.nz

VAPublishing write,
create, publish and
market children's
picture books with
a kiwi flavour.

The illustrator,
Simon Barr, trained
as an animator. He
has worked on
cartoon movies and
advertising. He has
illustrated many
books that are in
schools in NZ and
Australia and
Libraries
worldwide.

Josephine Carson-
Barr has written
for children for ten
years. ‘Talking to
Nannie’ plus the
titles listed here
can all be found in
schools across
New Zealand.

big or small

big or small

big or small

The Stars Burn BrightThe Stars Burn Bright
A sweet, swoony YA romance about

discovering and celebrating your worth

by Lynda Tomalin

ISBN: 9781991180513
Paperback, 5.25” x 8”, 278 Pages

RRP: $25.00
Suitable for ages 12+

Available directly from the publisher with a
wholesale discount, or through Wheelers.

Contact: Lynda Tomalin - GlitterInk Press Ltd
Ph: 027 362 7885
Email: contact@glitterinkpress.com
Web: www.glitterinkpress.com

CHILDREN



Indie Books 
lesley@indiebooks.co.nz Tel: 021 707 401

   @indiebooksnz  

www.indiebooks.co.nz

Distributed quarterly to retailers, shops, libraries 
and schools in New Zealand by email or hardcopy.  
Add your address to the distribution list by 
contacting Lesley at Indie Books.  

Indie Books online
Our new website is underway at 

www.indiebooks.co.nz

Read or download a digital copy of this  
catalogue, sign up to our mailing list,  

and bookmark for updates.

Keep me! 
Why not keep this catalogue for  

future reference, or pass on?  

Winter issue  
out June/July


